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Reduced Fishing Season Lengths for the Recreational Harvest of
Worasses in Federal Waters around Puerto Rico
for the 2017 Fishing Year

WHAT/WHEN:

e Recreational harvest of wrasses, including hogfish, puddingwife, and Spanish hogfish, in
federal waters of Puerto Rico, will close on April 19, 2017. Recreational harvest will
reopen at 12:01 a.m. (local time) on January 1, 2018.

WHY THIS CLOSURE IS HAPPENING:

e The recreational annual catch limit for wrasses is 5,050 Ib. Based on the average of the
three most recent years of available recreational landings data, from the 2013-2015
fishing years, NOAA Fisheries has determined that the recreational annual catch limit for
wrasses has been exceeded.

o As aresult, accountability measures are applied, reducing the length of the 2017
recreational fishing season for wrasses; recreational harvest of this species group will
close in federal waters of Puerto Rico at the date and time specified above.

« This closure is necessary to protect the recreational wrasses fishery by limiting landings
to the recreational annual catch limit.

DURING THE CLOSURE:

« All recreational harvest of federally managed wrasse species is closed, and the
recreational bag and possession limits for this species group in or from the Puerto Rico
exclusive economic zone is zero.
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SIGN UP FOR TEXT MESSAGE ALERTS - FIND OUT ABOUT IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
AND CLOSURES

NOAA's Text Message Alert Program allows you to receive important fishery related alerts via text
message (SMS). Standard message & data rates may apply. You may opt-out at any time.

Text alerts you may receive include:

o Immediate fishery openings and closures
e Any significant changes to fishing regulations that happen quickly

Sign up for one or more of the following groups:

o Gulf of Mexico Recreational Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text GULFRECFISH to 888777

o Gulf of Mexico Commercial Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text GULFCOMMFISH to 888777

« South Atlantic Recreational Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text SATLRECFISH to 888777

« South Atlantic Commercial Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text SATLCOMMFISH to 888777

o Caribbean Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text CARIBFISH to 888777
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